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the ease was closed. The writer believed in this matter that it
was a better financial investment to be found guilty to the ex-
tent of twenty or thirty dollars' fine than to be declared inno-
cent after a lengthy contest of several days, costing him two or
three hundred.

On the 16th of August, 1877, the Essex sailed for Monrovia,
on the west coast of Africa. Her orders directed that her visit
should include a number of ports in the Liberian Eepublic, and
that her commander was to give passage to any of the officials
of that state who might desire to make official visits to any of
the outlying ports. The passage was made under sail, touching
at Madeira, the Canary Islands and the Cape de Verde group.

She reached Monrovia, the capital city of Liberia, on the
19th day of October, after a delightful passage across the At-
lantic. In crossing the Gulf Stream at any season of the year
ships are liable to a disagreeable shake-up, which sailors in the
old days always declared was a "farewell kick."

At Monrovia the officers were received with much courtesy
by the officials, and were entertained at a banquet given by the
President and colored officials of the republic. Our Minister was
the Hon. J. Milton Turner, a colored man of excellent education
and presence, and the writer recalls many delightful hours passed
in his society. He was admirably informed upon all matters
relating to the republic, its boundaries, its laws and its people,
and was held in high esteem by his associates, as well as by the
officials, with whom he was on cordial terms of friendship. Dur-
ing a passage of two or three days he was quartered in the cabin
and lived at the commander's table, and was an interesting man
in all matters talked over.

At Cape Palmas later, the Governor invited attention to the
fact that the natives, who were living at the north end of the
port, had failed to execute the terms of a treaty made some years
before with Captain A. A. Semmes of the Navy, with respect to
the delivery of several cannon in their possession. He was re-
quested to invite the chiefs to an audience with himself, the
writer to be present, at the Governor's house on any day most
agreeable to himself. Due consideration of the distance to be
traversed by the Governor's messenger and the time necessary
for the chiefs to come to Cape Palmas, fixed the date of the con-. W. Richardson.
